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Jim Doyle, Governor
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March 11, 2009



Subject:
Notification of Permit Applications and Environmental Assessment  for Enbridge 



Energy - Superior

To all interested agencies and parties:

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is currently reviewing permit applications submitted by 
Enbridge Energy, Limited Partnership. Enbridge is an interstate pipeline company proposing to construct new pipelines through Douglas County, Wisconsin to transport crude oil from the Alberta tar sands in Canada to refineries in Illinois via the Superior Enbridge terminal. The pipeline in Douglas County would be part of the Alberta Clipper Project (maps enclosed) that would also cross Minnesota and North Dakota. In addition to federal permits, the Wisconsin portion of  the project will require DNR waterway and wetland permits, stormwater permits, air permits, and an environmental assessment (EA).

The Alberta Clipper Project will place a new 36-inch crude and  a new 20-inch diluent pipeline from the Wisconsin-Minnesota border near Highway W in Douglas County to the Enbridge terminal in Superior. Enbridge is also proposing a pump station at the terminal to return diluent from refineries in the U.S. back to Hardisty, Alberta. Diluent is mixed with bitumen (tar sands oil) to reduce the viscosity of the bitument, allowing it to be pumped to refineries in the U.S. In addition to the pump station, five above ground storage tanks and a pumping station are proposed as part of these new lines. Maps have been included that show the proposed location of the pipeline and proposed tank sites. 
The US Department of State (DOS) is currently conducting a federal Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process for the U.S. portion of the project. The DOS draft EIS is available on the internet at the following link: 

http://www.albertaclipper.state.gov/clientsite/clipper.nsf?Open
The DNR EA will focus on the Wisconsin portion of the project. The EA will provide more specific information than the federal EIS.
Part of the Department’s EA process involves “scoping” of the analysis. In order to determine the scope and the significant issues to be analyzed in depth in this analysis, the Department will rely on  scoping comments we receive in response to this letter.  Scoping comments will be accepted until March 31, 2009.  
After the EA is published, there will be a 30-day public comment period and a public information meeting.  All interested parties will receive notice of the release of the EA document and the details for the public meeting time and location.
Project Information

The Alberta Clipper project includes 13 miles of new pipeline in Wisconsin, which is part of 331 miles of new line in the United States and overall 992 miles of new line from Hardisty, Alberta to Superior, Wisconsin. Currently Enbridge pumps on the average 1,930,000 barrels per day (about 10% of the United States’ crude oil) through Superior to refineries down stream. The new line will initially increase the crude oil pumped by an average of 450,000 barrels a day (about 12% of the nation’s crude oil). Maximum capacity of the new crude oil line is 800,000 barrels per day. To equalize flows and as surge protection, five 205,653 barrel tanks are proposed at the terminal in Superior which currently contains thirty five tanks. The diluent line is to connect existing lines in Minnesota and Wisconsin to allow for the diluent to be pumped back to Canada.
The pipeline in Wisconsin is proposed to be located along an existing Enbridge pipeline, expanding the permanent right-of-way by 75 feet and the temporary construction right-of way by 140 feet. The proposed right-of-way work for the pipeline in Wisconsin would affect 201 acres, over 100 acres of which are wetlands. The proposed construction of five bulk storage tanks and a pump station at the Superior terminal would also impact wetlands. The DNR will require temporary and final erosion control measures to be implemented during and following construction. 
The project will require waterway and wetland permits, stormwater permits, and air permits. Under the Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act (WEPA) and NR 150 Wisconsin Administrative Code, the Environmental Assessment is required before the DNR can issue any permit decisions for the project. 

EA scoping comments, and comments or questions concerning this scoping process, can be directed to James Pardee, Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act Coordinator, (608) 266-0426, WDNR OE/7, PO Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707-7921, james.pardee@wisconsin.gov.

Sincerely,
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James Pardee

Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act Coordinator
Office of Energy and Environmental Analysis

Enc.

cc: 
Cheryl Laatsch - DNR
Don Faith - DNR
Shari Koslowsky - DNR

Megan Correll - DNR
Dave Siebert - DNR 
Liesa Lehmann Kerler - DNR


Bill Gantz - DNR
Steve LaValley - DNR
Bruce Moore - DNR


Nancy Larson - DNR
Jason Berkner - USACOE
Ken Westlake - USEPA-Region V
Rachael Shetka - Enbridge
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